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SPECIAL REFERENCE TO INDIA 
$. WN. CHAKRAVORTI 


Ex - Librarian, Central Archaeological Library, 
New Delhi. 


There is no gainsaying the fact that libraries are the best indications 
of high standard of civilization. If we take into account pie ographic alpha- 
bets and cuneiform or wedge - shaped characters and, at the same time, 
writing materials like clay tablets, copper tablets, stone slabs, parchment, 
vellum and leaves of trees, it may be safely asserted that libraries came into 
existence in every country with the very dawn of human civilization. Ar- 
chaeological excavations in various countries of the World, particularly of 
the Middle East, have revealed to us ancient libraries of the third and fourth 
millennium before Christ. Prior to the invention of printing it was the 
priestly class who preserved special instructions and royal orders issued on 
clay tablets, stone slabs, and similar things. As a matter fact all inscriptions 
relating to religion and administration were copied and engraved by the 
clergy who began to preserve them for posterity; and there inscriptions 
prepared the background for the establishment of the libraries in different 
countries of the world. Teachers were recruited from among the priests 
and these teachers laboured hard for collecting manuscripts which also 
contributed towards the growth of libraries in ancient times. 


CHINA 


The most noteworthy country in the production of books in ancient 
times is China where literature during the first millennium B. C. was mainly 
an adjunct of statecraft. During the Chou period ( 1122 B.C. — 211 B.C. ) 
the literary production reached its zenith under the royal patronage. Books 
discussing war technique and strategy to be employed in attacking other 
states and works on religious rites, poetry, music and lastly on history were 
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produced in large quantities. Not only internal affairs of a state but also 
events in other states were recorded by the court historians. The custom 
that rulers must study the history of the former dynasties in order to be 
able to avoid mistakes was at the root of the highest production of books on 
history and their subsequent preservation. No other people in the world of 
1000 B. C. had sucha regard for history as did the Chinese. Some emperors 
were so fond of books that after their death the books in which they were 
interested were entombed with them. Asa result of archaeological excav- 
ation, the tomb of a King buried in 3rd_ cent. B.C. was found to have con- 


‘ 


tained a large number of books. 
ASSYRIA & BABYLONIA 

Of all nations who have bequeathed to us written records of their 
past life, none has left more imperishable monuments than Assyria & 
Babylonia. The records were preserved in temple libraries and royal libra- 
ries as well. The royal library with which we are familiar is that of Ashur- 
banipal ( 650 B.C.) and it was discovered at the very beginning of archaeo- 
logical exploration in Mesopotamia. In the ruins of Nineveh a great number 
of texts from the library of this ancient monarch have been recovered. As 
to the contents of the library it may be mentioned that religion and science 


were the chief subjects. Under science were included mathematics & astro- 
nomy in which the old Chaldeans reached great perfection. Works on 
istrology which was considered a real science at that time, also occupied a 


prominent place. 


According to Edward Chiera - Late Professor of Assyriology in the 
University of Chicago, Assyrian libraries were even open to the public though 
only a few people would have been able to use the various books stored on 
their shelves: only the lawyers used their law books. Thus it is clear that 
public libraries existed even in the first millennium B.C. 

Libraries of Erech = ‘city of books’ and Borsippa Universities acquired 
a great fameat that time. In point of fact Assyria borrowed the idea of 
collecting texts and establishing libraries from Babylonia, and during the 
time of Ashur - bani-pal there had been a rivalry between these two countries 
in respect of publishing texts and preserving them in libraries. Books 
com posed and preserved during that period have supplied everywhere the 
seeds of many modern researches. 

In addition to royal and university libraries there had been established 
at least one library in each town of considerable importance in both the 
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countries and the ruling class greatly helped the public with money and 
other materials. British Museum has carefully preserved a part of ancient 
libraries of Assyria and Babylonia. 


EGYPT 

The Egyptians possessed books as early as the period (2800 B.C. ) of 
the 12th dynasty in view of the fact that the sign of a‘papyrus’ or scroll js 
seen among the hieroglyphics of the above dynasty whose period witnessed 
a high development in the production of religious literature in Egypt. 


The most famous university of antiquity with a library was at 
Heliopolis - the city of Sun. Later on this university and the library were 
transferred to Alexandria where a famous museum was established by the 
first Ptolemy ( 305 - 282 B.C. ). The idea of attaching a library to the 
museum arose afterwards in the brain of Demetrius of Phalerum. The first 
Ptolemies made it their ambition to collect all the books in the world for 
enriching the library. All over the Greek world books were bought up for 
Alexandria. The stories told about this extensive procuring of books, if 
true, certainly preserve a memory of the zeal of the first Ptolemies in this 
line. One story was that Ptolemy III ( 247-221 B.C.) borrowed from 
Athens the rolls kept by the state containing the authorized text of Aeschy- 
lus, Sophocles & Euripides on the pretext that he wanted eopies made for 
Alexandrian Library. He had to make a deposit of 15 talents as guarantee 
that the precious volumes would be returned. Ptolemy, however, kept the 
original Athenian rollsand sent back the copies. Of course, he forfeited the 
money. The second story was that the Ptolemy III was a great lover oj 
books. He surrounded Athens and declared that no ration would be supplied 
to the citizens until a d unlessthe original works of Aeschylus, Sophocles 


and Euripides were handed overt to him and the fear of starvation compelled 
the Athenians to part with the works. 


The Alexandrian Library contained at the time of Ptolemy III 4 lacs 
‘mixed’ rolls and 90 thousand ‘unmixed’. ( By the latter term is meant 
rolls containing only a single work; mixed rolls mean papyrus rolls upon which 
two or several works were written ). The Library served not only as a 
reference library for scholars but also as a place where copies were prepared 
for the market and stored. The librarian had therefore also to do the work 
of editor and publisher as well. 


The first librarian was Zenodotus of Ephesus - a great literary scholar 
of the day, who held his office from the end of the reign of Ptolemy I till the 
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beginning of the reign of Ptolemy III, ( i.e. 280 - 243 B.C. ). In arranging 
ind cataloguing the works of the dramatic poets he was assisted by two 
contemporary poets - one in tragedies & the other in comedies. 


‘REECE AND ROME 


In Greece and Rome it was political object rather than spread of 
‘ducation, that played a great role in founding libraries. Emperors and high 
ranking officials took active share in establishing libraries for the general 
mass of population with a view to divert their attention from the political 
affairs of the state. In consequence a large number of libraries sprang up 
throughout the countries. 


After a war libraries of the conquered states were taken possession of 
by the conquerer states. Some historians are of opinion that many libraries 
were transferred from Egypt to Greece during the invasion of the former by 
the latter. Sometimes the libraries of the invaded state were purposely 
destroyed with a view to preventing the people of that state from acquiring 
knowledge and hence the invaded states tried to transfer their books to hill 
‘aves for safe custody. 

Roman Generals as well had a strong desire tocollect books from the 
vanquished countries. Some of them regarded good books the greatest of 
ill earthly possessions ; presentation of best books formed the main item 
while showing honour toa distinguished person. After the conquest of 
Carthage books imported therefrom were presented to the family of Regulas 
by the Roman senators. 


Augustus, whose period is called the golden age of the Roman lite- 
rature, founded two libraries - one under the name ‘Octavia Library’ and the 
other called ‘Apollo Temple’. Both the libraries were housed in magnificent 
buildings equipped with valuable library furnitures and light arrangements 
to facilitate the prosecution of studies at night. In the gardens surrounding 
the library buildings were planted beautiful trees in parallel rows under 
whose shade the readers took rest occasionally. But both the libraries were 
put to an end by agreat fire that broke out during the reign of the emperor 
Titus. 

LIBRARIES IN ANCIENT INDIA 

Discoveris in Mohenjodaro & Harappa have proved beyond doubt 
that the art of writing in India was contemporary with that of other ancient 
countries. But the fact is that inspite of the knowledge of writing the 
education during the Vedic and Epic period as well was imparted or conduc- 
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ted solely through two agencies - ‘Sruti’ & ‘Smriti’, that is, through hearing 
and remembering. Teachers words had to be heard and pondered over by 
the pupils. As a result the greater portion of the vast ancient literature of 
India existed in oral tradition only, and was never reduced to writing. This 
verbal teaching while pointing to the wonderful power of hearing and memo- 
rizing of our ancestors is mainly to be accounted for the absence of produc- 
tion of books up to the advent of Buddhism. The teaching of Buddha 
spread over the world through the art of writing. While the Brahmanical 
texts were still largely taught orally, the Buddhists utilized writing to the 
full extent. 


Archaeological excavations at Taxila which wasa famous seat of 
learning for nearly thousand years ( 700 B.C. - 300A.D. ) unearthed Buddhist 
inscription ( Silver Scroll Inscription ) of the first century A.D., but no 
contemporary Brahmanical inscription or text. The obvious conclusion 
that we can draw from this fact that during the earlier period of the uni- 
versity Brahmanical teachings were orally imparted where as in the latter 
period Buddhist learnings were propagated through writing. Of course no 
extensive buildings which can be taken to be big lecture halls or libraries, 
have so far been discovered at Taxila. Asa matter of fact the ‘ teachers 
themselves the living and walking libraries and custodians of nation’s heri- 
tage and stock of learning.”’ 


The first interesting mention of libraries and reading rooms is found 
froma record of Buddhlstic Kingdoms left by the Chinese monk Fahien who 
visited India at the beginning of the 5th cent. A.D., in search of Buddhist 
books of discipline. He mentioned Jetavana monastery as a chief place of 
higher Buddhist education. Among other things this monostery, we are 
told, were endowed with libraries and reading rooms. ‘‘The libraries were 
richly furnished not only with Buddhistic literature, but also with Vedic and 
other non-Buddhistic works and with books on the arts and sciences taught 
in India at that time.” 

The reason for the existence of such a variety of literature in the 
Jetavan Vihara is not far to seek. It was the period of the Gupta monarchs 
who were all patrons of both religious and secular literature and at the same 
time tolerant of all religious sects. Consequently the period was accom- 
panied by the great activity in many fields. Various kinds of writing 
materials, such as Bhurja patra birch bark, leaves prepared from the talipot 
and palmyra leaves came into use by this period, thereby greatly accelerating 
the production of written books which were in common use all over India 
by the end of the 4th century A.D. 
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The monastery with its libraries and other buildings was probably 
destroyed before the beginning of the 7th century in as much as Hiuen Tsang 
found it in desolate ruin. 


During the period of Hiuen Tsang’s travel in the country he broke his 
journey at several monasteries which were famous as seats of learning for 
their libraries and rare books. Thus in the palace library of Kashmir twenty 
clerks were engaged to copy out a manuscript which he wanted from the 
library. In the Purvasila & Avarasila monasteries he passed a few months 
for the study of Abhidharma works; in the Kanchipara monastery the pilgrim 
discusses Yoga texts with many Ceylonese monks who came there on hearing 
the fame of its teachers and library. 


But the most prominent libraries visited by him are those of the 
Universities of Nalanda and Vikramsila the details of which we learn also 
from the accounts of the other Chinese pilgrim, I - tsing and from the 
Tibetan & Muslim sources as well. 


The authorities of the Nalanda University parfectly understood that 
‘a university without a library was nothing but a castle without an armoury” 
Hence they equipped the university with a splendid library to meet the needs 


of its pandits and students who were engaged in the study of different 
branches of knowledge. The Pandits of the university remained busy day 
and night in writing sacred texts and other Buddhistic works which were 
then stored in the university library. 


I - tsing who also found libraries almost in every monastery studied 
at Nalanda for a long period of ten years ( 675 - 85 A.D. ) and got copied 400 
Sanskrit works amounting to five lace verses. According to his observation 
when a Bhikkhu or a monk d’ed at Nalanda; his sacred books weve added to 
the library and other properties including non - Buddhistic works were sold 
or distributed, 


Evidence of financial arrangements for the library is available in an 
inscription known as the Nalanda Copper - plate of Deva - Paladeva discover- 
ed in 1921 as a result of archaeological explorations at Nalanda; We kaow 
from it that one Balaputradeva King of Java and Sumatra induced Devapala, 
a contemporary king of India to make a grant of five villages towards the 
maintenance of a new monastery at Nalanda. A part of this endowment 
was reserved for the purpose of copying books for the university library as 
is clear froin the expression ‘Dharmaratnasya Lekhanartham’ in the epigraph: 

According to Tibetan accounts the library quarter was called Dharma- 
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ganj ( Mart of religion ). It consisted of three great. buildings known as 
‘Ratnasagara’, ‘Ratnadadhi’ & ‘Ratnaranjika’, the first of which-a nine 
storeyed building - specialised in the collection of rare sacred works like 
Prajnaparamita - Sutra and Tantrik books. In short, it was the library that 
made Nalanda University ‘tthe embodiment of the highest ideal of education 
anda visible monument of the role which India played as the teacher of 
Asia”’. 

Krom another Tibetan account ( Pag - Sam = Jon - Zang ) we get the 
following account of the destruction of the library: “After the Mahamma. 
dan invasion the temples and Chaityas were repaired by a sage named Mudita 
Bhadra. Soon after this, one Kukutasiddha, a minister of the King of 
Magacha, erected a temple at Nalanda, and while a religious sermon was 


being delivered there, two very indigent mendicants appeared on the scene 
Some naughty monks threw dirty water on them in disdain; and this made 
the mendicant very angrv. After propitiating the sun for 12 years, they 
performed a sacrifice and threw living embers and ashes from the sacrificial 
‘ pit into the Buddhist temples. This produced a great conflagration which 
completely destroyed the library”. The proof of the destruction of the 


buildings by fire is also available in an inscription. 


In origin Vikramsila was the latter contemporary of Nalanda, being 


founded by the famous Pala monarch Dharmapala and came into prominence 
in the days of decadence of Nalanda. 1t ilvurshed in the days of Tantrik 


Buddhism when occult sciences and magic had become favourite subjects of 
study. In fact during the days of Vikramsila isuddhism assumed a new 
phase and changed its nature into that of Tantrikism. As a result Tantra 
was given the first place in the production of books. It is gathered from a 
Tibetan source that one Pandit named Jetari alone produced one hundred 
books on Tantras & Sutras, Ofcourse, the largest number of books were 
produced in the university during the Vice - Chancellorship of Dipankara 
Sri - Jnana Atisa thereby foreshadowing Carlyle’s dictum that ‘‘a true uni 


versity is a collection of books.”’ 

The academic council.of the university was in charge of the libraries 
which in addition to storing books, undertook their publication. It is the 
library which took steps to renew the worn out manuscripts and met the 
constant demand of the outside public, particularly of Tibet, for copies of 
books in its possession. The copying work wasto some extent done by the 
monk teachers & students, but clerks had also to be engaged to cope withit. 
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In the Tabkat - 1 - Nasiri we find a very vividand sorrowful descrip- 
tion of the destruction of the Vikramsila university and its library. Accore 
ding to some opinion the invaders under Bukhtiyar Khilji destroyed the 
library taking it to be a fortrees through mistake. Only a few books were 
carried away by the monks when they fled from the monastery to Tibet and 
other places outside India just on the eve of invasion. 

Another seat of learning in Magadha was Odantapuri monastery 
which was endowed with a magnificent library of Brahmanical & Buddhistic 
works by the Pala emperors though the monastery had come into existence 
long before the rise of the Pala Dynasty. Abahaya Kar Gupta, the Head of 
the Mahayana Sect in Odantapuri, was a great writer & translated many 
books into Tibetan language. 


During the time when Nalanda, Vikramsilaand Odantapuri flourished 
as great centres of learning in Northern India, the city of Valabhi in Western 
India became a famous seat of learning. It was observed by both Hiuen 
T-sang and I-tsing of whom the former states that the most of the monks 
of Valabhi specialised in Hinayana Buddhism as opposed to Nalanda which 
specialised in Mahayana Buddhism. The monastery was provided with a 
library which received royal grant from the Maitraka Kings who were ruling 
there at that time ( 480 - 775 A.D. ) for purchase of books as is clear from 
the expression “Saddharmasya pustaka - upachayartham” in the grant of 
Guhasena I, dated 559 A.D. 

In Central India the mention of libraries in a monastery under the 
famous scholar Nagarjuna in Southern Kosala which is identified with 
Vidarbha or Modern Berar, is found in the account left by Hiuen T-sang, 
We read “‘The monastery had cloisters & lofty halls: and in the topmost 
hall was the library’. Perhaps it contained a large number of books on 
Mahayana Buddhism in view of the fact that the brethren were all Mahaya- 
nists, 


In South India there were temple colleges and libraries attached 
to all or most of them. The library of the Kanchipura Monastery visited 
by Hiuen T-sang has already been referred to. In addition to this, a library 
attached to a temple college in Tinevelli district can be traced from a South 
Indian inscription which records a donation for the library. 

In conclusion it may be said that under the present state of historical 
knowledge it has not been possible to show the probable existence of further 
libraries during the period under review ; and the bondage of the country 
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for nearly two centuries is chiefly responsible for it. Now that she is free 
from the bondage we may reasonably expect greater attention towards all 
sorts of nationbuilding activities ; and consequently the cooperative efforts 
of the Department of Archaeology of the Central Government and other 
historical societies of the country, while producing raw materials for recons- 
truction and re-shaping of Ancient Indian History, will also supply evidence 
to prove scientifically the existence of more libraries and production of more 
books in ancient India. 














Ki. 1000 Prize 


Tenth Anniversary Celebration 
POPULATION ESSAY CONTEST 


The Good Parents Association is preparing for te Tenth. 
Anniversary Celebration of the Popzilation Essay Contest 
Sant Ram Bhatia} Secretary, At 233 Model Town Jullundur City, 
urges interested persons to enter the Essay Contest. Contes- 
tants last year were few. Less than two dozen contestants 
entered each year since 1944. ‘They received hundreds of rupees 
in prizes plus promotions in their careers. 


7 


The Good Parents Association honours good parents and 
encourages all parents to be good parents. The average infant 
mortality rate in the world is [3 per cent when it can be 4 per 
cent or less. The lives of a crore infants, toddlers, and children 
can be saved every year by standard methods of child care, 
sanitation, and disease prevention. 


The Good Parents Association publicizes the results of 
studies in family health and related topics and distributes lite- 
rature free to libraries. 


Members of the Association volunteer their services as 
research workers, authors, family counselors,, charity workers, 


and the like. 


This Tenth Anniversary Celebration is YOUR GOLDEN OPPOR- 
TUNITY. You can easily win because the facts are available at 
libraries. For dotails write now to Sant Ram Bhatia. Secretary 


233 MODEL TOWN, JULLUNDUR CITY. 
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‘LIBRARY PROGRAMME OF THE ARAB 
STATES FUNDAMENTAL EDUCATION 
CENTRE ( ASFEC ), EGYPT." 


a field work report 
by 


Dorothy &. Williams. 








lhe ASFEC library programme represents a new experiment in libra- 
ry development in the Arab States of the Middle East, both in framework 
and approach, Its aim is to teach the Centre’s trainees how to organize and 
incorporate modern library services into atotal community programme of 
fundamental education. Its method of work is to offer practical library 
training courses, with main emphasis placed on active participation in the 
establishment and operation of a network of demonstration public and 


school libraries in the surrounding villages. 


*® THIS REPORT IS PUBLISHED THROUGH THE COURTESY OF THE PUBLIC LIBRARIES DEVELOP- 
MENT SECTION OF UNESCO, 
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Community Library Service Programme of the Arab States 
Fundamental Education Centre, Sirs-el-Layyan. Egypt. 








DOROTHY G. WILLIAMS 


With less than two years of work (the Centre began operation in 
December 1952 ), the programme is still so fledgeling as to render accurate 
evaluation impossible. Yet in view of the widespread interest both in fnnda- 
mental education and in library development in the Arab world, it seems 
worth - while here to describe the steps taken. difficulties met, and results 
thus far achieved. A brief concluding summary stresses present needs and 
Suggests a few lines for future action. 


THE PROBLEM AND ITS SETTING 


Before reaching a decision to undertake a programme of library deve- 
lopment and training at the Centre, careful consideration was given to the 


prevailing circumstances. Certain factors were clearly favourable, notably 
the following. 


(I) By its very nature, the Centre provided the broad framework of 
a comprehensive training and field work programme of fundamental educa- 
tion, within which the library services could be developed. 


(2) The Centre’s international staff of experts made available a 
highly trained corps of subject specialists ( in such fields as rural sociology, 
agricultural extension work, health education, literacy teaching, home econo- 
mics, village planning, etc ) for advice and participation in the library pro- 
gramme. 

(3) The Centre’s trainees { 49 admitted in December 1952, an addi- 
tional 43 in December 1953 ) come to ASFEC for an intensive 2I - months 
course of training aimed at teaching them to work in teams and, through 
study and practical field work in the surrounding villages master the tech- 
niques of conducting a many - sided programme of rural welfare and comm- 
unity development. Trainees are mature men and women selected by the 
Governments of six Arab States ( Egypt Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Saudi 
Arabia, Syria and the Gaza area of Palestine by UNRWA ) because of their 
keen interest in rural problems in their own countries and their previous 
experience in a particular field of fundamental education. 


Thus, the Centre’s students bring to the library development pro- 
gramme an already wide background of varied experience, constantly en- 
riched by their study and field work at the Centre. 


(4) The villages surrounding the Centre are compact and_ stable 
communities, readily accessible by road transport. They are basically 


homogenous in nationality ( Egyptian), language (Arabic) and religion 
( predominately Moslems ). 
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(5) The present political atmosphere in Egypt distinctly encourages 
efforts aimed at education, social welfare and rural improvement work. 


On the other hand, several setiously unfavourable circuinstances could 
not be overlooked, including the following: 


(1) Shortage of library staff, so acute that the ASFEC library pro- 
gramme is and can be operated only as one among many activities and not 
as a full - time task. The Centre’s library staff comprises only 5 persons 
( 3 professionals, 2 clerk - typists ). Quite apart from library developmen 
and training, their priority responsibilities are as follows : 


— the establishment and daily operation of a technical library ot 
fundamental education materials for the use of the Centre’s staf? 
and trainees; 


— the establishment and operation of a Regional Clearing Hous« 
for the exchange of materials and information on fundamental 
education throughout the Arabcountries of the Middle East by 
appropriate means, including publications ( in fact, two quarterly 
journals are published - the Arabic editions of Unesco’s Funda- 
mental Education Bulletin & the Fundamental Education Abstracts; 


— the maintenance and development of the Centre’s Rural Museum: 
(2) Shortage of funds and trainee time : Library extension was not 
specifically included in the Centre’s original work - plan and budget. Hence 
funds for the purpose had to be pinched off the Centre’s Library budget and 
interested trainees invited to volunteer, if they wished, for library extension 
work. (It should be added that both situations have since been improved ) 
(3) There is no organized national library system of public or school 


library service in Egypt with which the ASFEC library system could be 
affiliated, 


There are five types of public ibraries in Egypt, all but one of which 
are confined to the largest cities and towns, particularly Cairo and Alexan4- 
tia, These are ; (1) the National Library and its eight branches in Cairo; 
(2) the Municipal Libraries found in the capital of each Province and esta- 
blished and financed by the municipalities; (3) the People’s University libra- 
ries - 18 in number, each with a small unorganized collection; (4) foreign 
libraries, notably those operated in Cairo and Alexandria by the British 
Council, the French Centre Cultural and the United States Information 
Service; (5) libraries in the government - sponsored Rural Social Ce tres - 
about 150 such Centres are now in operation throughout Egypt. Typically 
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these libraries consist of extremely small collections in lockedcup boards 
which are either uncared - for or inthe charge of a part - time volunteer 
who is untrained and unpaid. 


No service to children is provided by any of the libraries above, 
except the United States Information Service. Funds ( amounting to 
1bE30,000 in 1953 ) are distributed annually by the Ministry of Education to 
elementry and secondary schools for the purchase of library books. However, 


no provision is made for staff or services; hence locked cupboards typically 
provail also in sehools. 





(4) Although now in process of change, the governmental structure 
of Egypt has been historically very highly centralized, with the result ‘that 
there are as yet no adequate local or provincial source of revenue from which 
library support can be drawn. Meanwhile, cramping administrative regu- 
lations issued from Cairo further hamper library development ( e. g. in 
schools and other Government - supported institution, the person in charge 
of the library is held financially responsible for each item in the collection 
and must pay for any materials lost or damaged unless the borrower concer- 
ned can be brought to account. There is thus every incentive for teachers 
and other potential volunteers to avoid entanglement as part - time library 
workers, particularly since such service is traditionally unpaid). 

(5) A high rate of adult illiteracy and severly inadequate ( although 
increasing ) school provision were further factors unfavourable to library 
development. While reliable literacy statistics are not availab‘e, estimates 
based on the 1947 Egyptian Census indicate that 73.7% of all adults are 
illiterate ( 64.7% male; 82 5% female ). Similar estimates indicate that only 
about 35% of the children of school age ( 6 - {2 years old in the 1947 Census) 
are in fact in school. 


On balance, following consultation and a distinctly positive response 
from the Centre’s staff and trainees, it was decided in April 1953 to begin 
the ASFEC library development and training programme, 

THE PROGRAMME IN OPERATION 


ASFEC is located in the village of Sirs-el-Layyan in the heart of the 
Egyptian Delta ( between two branches of the Nile ) about 65 kilometers 
North of Cairo, in the centre of Menoufia Province. This province, with an 
area of approximately 365 square kilometers and 300 000 inhabitants, forms 


the service area of the Centre and of its library programme. 
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From the outset, the objective has been to establish a regional public 
and school library demonstration and training programme, using the ASFEC 
Library as headquarters. 


PUBLIC LIBRARIES 


In each case, the procedures followed in establishing a public library 
unit have been essentially similar, although minor variations appear. These 
steps in order are as follows : 


A careful community survey has been made to obtain data concer- 
ning the physical lay - out of the village, including its main meeting - places 
( markets, mosques, schools, etc. ) ; socio - economic characteristics ( age - 
groupings, sex, occupations, educational levels ); chief social institutions ; 
cultural patterns and mores. 

Informal contacts have b2ea mide with local leaders and _ explora- 
tory meetings held to determine the extent to which the community is 
interested in establishing a library. A _ village - wide publicity campaign 
typically is undertaken by ASFEC trainees and local leaders. 


Sponsorship for the library is obtained from a local community 
organization, typically the local Rural Reform Society. To manage its 
affairs, each such Socieiy has an Executive Board and 4 standing committees 
which deal respectively with matters of education and recreation, health, 
agriculture and conciliation of disputes. The Society’s education and 
recreation ( sometimes called cultural ) committee naturally serves as the 
Library committee. 


An unwritten but well - understood agreement is reached whereby the 
Society undertakes to provide centrally - located premises, essential library 
furniture and equipment, and contribute as many books or funds for the 
purpose as possible. At least two local residents ( usually school - teachers ) 
are sought who are willing to serve as part - time volunteers and undertake 
brief practical training for the work. Premises are usually donated by one 
of the local leaders and put into condition at his expense. Wooden or reed 


furniture is made by the local carpenter either free of cost or with funds 
supplied by the Society. 


In turn, the Centre undertakes to provide technical assistance 
in organizing the library ; select, purchase and catalogue a basic collection of 
1500 - 2000 books and other materials, provide practical training for 
volunteer assistants and collaborate in planning and operating a full and 
varied programme of library activities. 
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All purchasing and cataloguing of materials is done centrally at the 
ASFEC Library by ASFEC trainees and the village voluteer workers under 
the supervision of the ASFEC Library staff. Materials are classified accord- 
ing to a simplified adaptation (for Arabic ) of the Dewey Decimal system. 
Each library unit is provided with a dictionary catalogue which indexes 
material by author, subject and title. Shelf labels are liberally provided to 
assist use. In addition to the basic collection which remains in each library, 
a central reservoir of materials is maintained at the ASFEC library from 
which small collections are sent out on circuit to the various units. Ten 
wooden book - boxes, constructed to provide self - contained open shelving 
and display space are also serviced regularly with collections changed every 
two months and despatched to clubs, schools, and Rural Social Centres. 
They are used chiefly to reach areas otherwise still unserved. 


Throughout, main emphasis is placed on the library as a dynamic 
community centre for both children and adults. Its main function is to 
provide education, recreation and information services geared to the needs, 
interests, and abilities of the people. 


Activities are planned and executed in close collaboration with the 
Centre’s experts and trainees, and local community leaders. Activities 
typicclly include weekly story - hours for children, adult literacy classes for 
men and women, health talks and demonstrations, outdoor and indoor film 
and filmstrip shows, work with women and girls centred on child care, 
needlework and handicrafts, discussion groups with men on agricultural 
extension, village planning and environment sanitation, etc. 


Because of the prevailing high rate of illiteracy, particular stress is 
placed on the use of audio - visual aids and methods, including three - dimen- 
sional exhibits ( it may be noted that a miniature burlap bag of cotton or a 
specimen bilharziasis snail is more effective than a photograph ), flannel - 
boards on various subjects made by ASFEC trainees, story - hours ( much 
relished by women as well as children ), discussion groups, films, filmstripsy 
and, to a lesser extent, slides. 


Let us look now at the individual library units. The first community 
library was established at Sirs - el - Layyan in June, 1953, is collaboration 
with the local Rural Reform Society. Sirs -el - Layyan was chosen primari- 
ly because of its proximity to the Centre. despite the fact that a full - scale 
ASFEC field work team of staff and trainees had not yet been assigned to 
the village. The basic social survey was made in the early spring of 1953 
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by the Centre’s Assistant Librarian. Among its important findings was 
the unusually high degree of literacy and educational levels within the 
community - these data influenced both book - selection and programme - 
planning considerably ( e.g. inclusion of English and French books, magazines 
and newspapers in the basic collection ; choice of more sophisticated films 
and subjects for discussion groups, etc ). Premises ( an unused garage, in 
the centre of the village ) were donated and renovated by one of the local 
leaders. Although Sirs - el - Layyan has nearly 30,000 inhabitants, like most 
Egyptian villages, it does not have electricity. Thus when the donor, who 


owns the adjoining flour - mill, installcd neon - tubing electric lights in the 
library attached to his mill generator, the library became at once the most 
suitable evening study -hall for secondary school boys, the village’s most 
comfortable reading - room and altogether a source of community comfort 
and pride, Open - shelving and other furniture, including a small wooden 
catalogue - cabinet, were built by the local carpenter according to specifi- 
cations provided by the Centre. This is important, as basic uniformity of 
such equipment ensures standards (e. g. elimination of locked cupboards ) 
and facilitates such services as centralized cataloguing. The Centre provided 
practical training for two local secondary - school teachers who are serving 
as volunteers ; they were joined in the summer by two university students 
at home onholiday. The Library has had standing - room only for reading 
purposes since its first day of opening. 


However, the main problem in this unit has been providing continuity 
in other programme activities in the absence of a full-time ASFEC field 


team - it is expected that this serious drawback will be remedied by the 
early fall of 1954, 


ASFEC field teams are working at present in four villages located in 
different parts of Menoufia Province. Community Libraries were opened 
for service in March 1954 in two of these villages (Kalata and Deberky ), 
and library units will soon replace the travelling book - boxes now being 
used in the remaining two communities( Fisha and Manawahla )» Because 
the Centre’s pattern of work is geared especially to the presence of an 


ASFEC field team assigned to the village, it may be of interest to look more 
closely at the libraries in the field work villages. 


| Like Sirs - el - Layyan, the Kalata Library is operated in collabora- 
tion with the local Rural Reform Society. In Deberky, the library is located 
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in one of the schools which is being used as a general community centre; the 
library has a separate entrance and serves both children and adults, In both 


villages, the basic social survey was made by ASFEC trainees guided by the 
team’s staff - leader. 


In Kalata, the problem of undertaking a full-scale programme of 
community development was vastly complicated by the fact that the village 
appeared to lack local leadership, had no social institutions except the 
mosque and two elementary schools, and nocommunity organization, Under 
the patient, skilful direction of the ASFEC field team’s leader, local people 
were found to assume the role of leadership and serve as media for inducing 
social action in the village. After several months of intensive work, a local 
Rural Reform Society was brought into being in May, 1953, with 500 heads 
of families (men only ) as subscribers. Its membership constituted an 
excellent cross - section of the village’s total population of approximately 
2,500. At first, the Society insisted on the election of 25 members to the 
Executive Board; this unwieldy number was later reduced to 7 as the group 
achieved greater cohesion. The usual 4 committees were formed according 
to the interests of the various members ; £E200 was collected in cash 
subscriptions by the villagers and programme - planning began. 


The establishment of a health clinic was given first priority - it was 
possible to arouse interest in the hbrary only after the clinic had begun 
operation. Other programme activities of the Society include the intro- 
duction of modern beekeeping ( the Society budgeted £E25 to help members 
who would like to buy model hives developed at ASFEC by trainees and the 
Centre’s FAO agricultural expert - the Society pays half the cost of the hive, 
the member pays half and undertakes to repay the Society by instalments 
Over a two - year period ) ; stock - improvement (a similar programme is 
operated for the purchase of calves); a tomato - demonstration farm ; 
grape - spraying ; a village street - lighting programme and adult literacy 
classes. 

The library is located not far fromthe two schools and across the 
street from the clinic. Benches from the clinic are often used to supplement 
the library seating. Two trainees in the Kalata field team have assumed 
particular responsibility for the library. 

The programme of the library is intimately involved with the progra- 
mme of the Rural Reform Society and grows naturally out of it. Adult 
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literacy classes health demonstrations, exhibits, film showings, and other 
library activities take on new meaning in the context of such a community 
setting. In contrast to Sirs - el - Layyan, the vitality of the activity pro- 
grammes of the Kalata and Deberky libraries attest again the importance of 
close integration of the library into the framework of a comprehensive 
community development programme. 


SCHOOL LIBRARIES 


Neighbouring elementary and secundary school libraries particularly 
in the ASFEC field work villages are also being assisted in organizing and 
operating libraries. Substantial impetus has been given to this aspect of 
the work through the collaboration of the Menoufia Province Office of the 
Ministry of Education through which each secondary school inthe Province 
secured a basic collection of approximately 1200 books. In most cases, 
these collections have given the schools the needed incentive to provide space, 
open shelving, process the materials and appoint teacher - librarians for 
service. The Centre gives technical assistance in planning premises, super- 
vising the cataloguing and classification of the collection, and providing 
practical training to the teacher - librarians. 


Further features of the work with schools are travelling exhibits 
prepared at the Centre as demonstrations and circulated to the libraries, and 
small travelling loan collections containing approximately 250 children’s 
books, professional books for teacher and classroom instructional materials. 


Key problems confronting school library development incinde : 


Inadequate school provision: Although Egypt has had a compulsory 
education law since 1925 and the number of schools has increased greatly in 
the intervening decades, the school - age population has increased even more 
rapidly. Hence, with an estimated 65% of children of school = age still 
without school provision of any kind, school libraries are regarded very 
widely as a luxury. However, the present fact is that a fair amount of 
money is actually being spent on school libraries to very little purpose. 


Methods of instruction : Prevailing teaching methods in most schools 
place chief reliance on lectures, recitations and single textbooks and not on 
the use by teachers and pupils of a wide range of instructional materials, 


Lack of trained librarians and effective school library administrative 
machinery. 


Clearly, these problems cannot be solved at the village level. If the 
case for improved school libraries is valid, it is essential to try to reach 
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policy - making officials at the provincial and national level. In this 
connection, it is encouraging to note that the Centre was invited to partici- 
pate in the first National Workshop Conference for Primary School District 
Inspectors convened by the Ministry of Education at the Rural Teacher 
Training School, Bay -el- Arab, January 24-26, 1954. An extensive 
exhibit and working library of materials on primary school education was 


prepared and one of the sessions of the Conference devoted to a discussion 
of school libraries, 


It is hoped that the matter of school library development can be 
included in the agenda of the Arab States Compulsory Education Conference 
to be held in Cairo in December 1954. Study tours for Ministry of Educa- 
tion officials to observe school library services in other countries, and the 
introduction of a course for teacher - librarians coupled with development 
of a demonstration school library in one of the teacher - training institutions 
would also be helpful. 


LIBRARY TRAINING 


Systematic course instruction ( 2 hours weekly ), together with inten- 
sive practical field work in organizing and operating libraries began on 
October 6, 1953 with 12 ASIEC trainees and7 local secondary - school 
teachers enrolled. Attendance at the library course has varied consider- 
ably because of the volunteer nature of the work, but it is safe to estimate 
that some 30 - 40 peoqle ( including ASFEC trainees and village volun- 
teers ) have received both some formal class instruction and considerable 
in - service training. 

Arrangements have recently been made tu enlarge the scope of literacy 
teaching ( now one of the Centre’s 5 main field of work ) by incorporating 
into this specialty intensive training and field work in rural education and 
library service- this specialization is being re-named “Community Edu- 
cation.”” Thus, beginning with the admission of the Centre’s third - course 
trainees in September 1954, the work in library training and development 
will no longer be on a voluntary basis but a recognized part of the Centre's 
programme. 


Meanwhile, two much-needed training manuals are nearing comple- 
tion in Arabic - one on the organization of small public and scoool libraries, 
and the second on cataloguing and classification. 


Both manuals have been prepared initially in mimeographed form and 
tested in the Centre’s training programme. Two further basic tools are in 
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preparation - an adaptation into Arabic of the Dewey Decimal classification 
and a carefully - established list of subject headings in Arabic, largely adap- 
ted from the Sear’s List of Subject Headings for Small Libraries ( 6th rev. ed., 
1950 ). Preliminary editions of both tools will be issued in mimeographed 
form by September 1954 and circulated tokey libraries with Arabic collec- 
tions ( both in the Middle East and elsewhere ) for criticism, additions and 
revisions, 
SUMMARY AND COMMENTS 


It cannot be stressed too strongly that this is a pioneer effort, under- 
taken under difficult rural conditions with only limited staff and resources. 
The programme needs acutely the following essential strengthening elements 
jn order to function effectively : 





Additional funds : Ideally, these should be provided in the form ofa 
sizeable stipulated grant (e. g. £E 15 000 over a five - year period) to ensure 
adequate support and enable long -term planning. Careful study, in the 
context of the amount and conditions of the grant, would have to be made 
determine details of its use with maximum effectiveness. However, in prin- 
ciple its aim would be to ensure the firm establishment of a_ well-run 
regional library system which appropriate Government bodies would be 

expected to continue at the expiration of the grant. 


Library history in other countries shows the effectiveness of such 
grants when allied to sound planning. For example, with the aid of Carnegic 
United Kingdom Trust funds in Great Britain, and liberal national grants tc 
libraries in Dermark, both countries achieved national library coverage of 


high quality at modest per capita cost. 


Additional equipment : A bookmobile, fully equipped to service audio - 
visual aids as well as printed material, would greatly facilitate effective 
supervision of ASFEC trainees and volunteer workers in the outpost libraries; 
it would also provide expert itinerant services to communities in which 
branches or stations were not yet established. Further, it would make 
possible carefully - recorded experience with bookmobile service in a region 
where such service is unknown. This experience might well be of special 
value in those conntries of the Middle East ( e. g. Syria, Iraq ) with sparsely 
populated areas. 

Additional staff : At least one more professional librarian should be added 
to the Centre’s staff to devote full - time to the library development and 
training programme. It is also most important that voluteer part-time 

: workers in the outpost libraries should be paid. 
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Additional printed and audio-visual materials : Collections in the outpost 
libraries should be considerably strengthened, and the ASFEC central reser- 
voir of loan materials much inereased. Parallel withthe Centre’s own pro- 
duction programme, other channels for adding to the short supply of suitable 
materials should be explored, e. g. adaptations into Arabic of simple adult 
texts, films and filmstrips issued elsewhere ; experimentation with over - 
pasting Arabic text on carefully selected childrens’ books from abroad ; 
attempts to interest commercial publishers in providing materials to meet 
specific needs; workshops to show teachers and other village leaders how 








to produce flannel-boards, wall-newspapers and simple leaflets, etc. 


Although the library programme is still in embryo, it is to be hoped 
that its methods of work will prove of practical value to trainees as they 
feturn to work in their home countries. It is also hoped that it may provide 
useful data to other field workers ina still Jargely - unexplored terrain - the 
operation of library service as part of a totalintegrated programme of funda- 


mental education. 


Finally, it may be noted that the ASFEC programme has been 
accepted as one of Unesco’s Associated Library Projects. In addition to 
the practical cooperation so helpful renderedto the ASFEC programme by 
Unesco ( suchas assistance in obtaining publications by exchange and gifts 
through its Clearing House of Publications ) it is professionally most stimu- 
lating to be thus incorporated i to an international network established to 
enable agencies engaged in library development in different parts of the 
world to keep closely in touch with each other. The ASFEC programme 
particularly welcomes and invites such an exchange of experience. 
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Population Essay Contest 
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The Tenth Anniversary Celebration of the Population Essay Contest 
honors the libraries and librarians of India. They made the Essay Contest 
a success, 

Can an essay contest of this nature be established and rnn successfully 
for many years in Italy, Russia, or Canada ? Your answers are necessarily 
speculative because it has not been done. Can it be done in India? the 
answer is YES : because it has been done nnder most trying circumstancrs 
bv the cooperation of libraries and librarians with others, 


Ten years ago the possibility of such an essay Contest was in doubt. 
Four attempts were made in Bombay, Lahore, Calcutta, and Madras. Only 
one survived, the one in Lahore with Sant Ram Bhatia as Secretary. Foriu 
nately he was very active in the library movement. He put all the resources 
of his experience and enthusiasm into the Population Essay Contest and won 
the support of others. 

The Essay Contest has had to depend largely on volunteer services. 
Contribntors make voluntary contributions of money because they believe 
the Essay Contest is good. They eucourage this voluntary, cooperative, free 
enterprise with sampattidan. Contestants devote many hours of research 
and thought to their essays in the hope of winning and contributing to the 
progress of India. Librarians throughout India distribute handbill brochures, 
answer questions, and assist Contestants without extra compensation. Distin- 
guished leaders of thought have volunteered their services as Judges of the 
Population Essay Contest, Publishers have come forward with valuable free 
publicity in their newspapers and magazines, By far the greatest gift of 
service has come from the Secretary. 

The fate of the Population Essay Contest sometimes hung in the bala- 
nee Sant Ram Bhatia risked his life to support the Essay Contest in the 
early years as an influence for community cooperation. Then came partition 
ini Bhatia was listed for ruin. He lost all of his possessions ... home and 
furniture in flames, even the family pictures gone forever, But he did not 
break or fail. He saved the lives of his family and kept up his good work. 

One of the purposes of the Essay Contest is to help interest the popu- 
lation in libraries. Frank C. Laubach has shown how crores of persons can 
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now learn to read with the picture primers available at libraries. Asa result 
libraries have become treasuries of knowledge where nearly anyone can learn 
and develop according to his or her desires, efforts, and abilities. That is 
the message broadcast by the Population Essay Contest with its proclama- 


tion that any person born within the borders of India shall be eligible to 
enter. 


The independence of India was a dream when the Population Essay 
Contest began. Today a high economic standard of living seems like a remote 
possibility to many persons. Some other aspirations of humanity may seem 
even more remote. But we can dream, can’t we? Our libraries inspire us 
to high ideals. Libraries also guide us to practical realities. Our dreams 
develop possibilities.... then the chance for ACTION comes to our mind 
like a flash : Suddenly the dream of yesterday becomes the reality of today. 


Never underestimate the possibilities for rapid progress, 


The Population Essay Contest depends on the participation of many 
persons, including you. Try writing ... or try contributing ... try asking 
questions ... sense the true spirit. Never be satisfied with mere fantasy. 


Get inthe swim. The way to begin is to begin. 


MUSLIM UNIVERSITY, LIBRARY ALIGARH 
CERTIFICATE IN LIBRARY SCIENCE RESULTS 


The following candidates have passed the Examination in Certificate tn 
Library Science held from the 27th to 29th August 1954, 

Amar Nath, 2nd Div. Abdul Hamid, 2nd Div. Bishan Chandra Sarawat 2nd 
Div. Harish Chandra Mathur, 2nd Div. Ishtiaq Husain, 2nd Div. Jagdish Lal, 
Ist Div. ( Standing First ). K.S. Bhatnagar 3rd Div. Kanhaya Lal Sharma, 
3rd Div. Krishna Autar Agarwal, 2nd Div. Lakhan Singh Rajput, 2nd Div. 
Mohd. Inshaullah Farooqi, 2nd Div. Mohammad Yusuf Siddiqi, 37d Div. 
Mohd. Anis Ahmad Arsari, 3rd Div. Madan Gopal Gaur, 3rd Div. Mohd. 
Zahiruddin, 2rd Div. Om Prakash Sharma, 2nd Div. Prakash Vati Sarbhai, 
3rd Div. Ravi Kant Gaur, 3rd Div. Rajendra Singh Pande, 2nd Div. Ram 
Gopal Gupta, 2nd Div. Raj Pal Chagti, 3rd Div. S. Ishtiaq Ahmad Hashmi, 
3rd Div. Saidullah Khan, 3rd Div. Satish Bahadur Saurakhia, Ist Div. 
(Standing 2nd.) Syed Ghayyoorul Hasan, 2md Div. Suraj Pal Dubey, 3rd 
Div Satya Kam, 3rd Div. Km. Kamlesh Bhatnagar, 2nd Div. R.K. 


Sarwat Riaz, 3rd Div. Sushila Mehrotra, 2nd Div. Gyan Prakash Kulsh- 
reshth, 3rd Div. 
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The Writer 


PILANI— A UNIQUE EXPERIMENT 
IN EDUCATION 


V. P. VARMA, M.A. DIP. Lib. Sc. 





INTRODUCTORY 


In the new set up of things the whole concept of Education has 
changed: It is no more a mere instruction in three Rs ; its scope has been 
widened so as to prepare individuals to evolve a world society. It aims not 
only in making the individuals literate but also in creating traditions. It 
requires of Education to be bold, resolute and imaginative. Character Build- 
ing and creation of traditions is the chief aim of all education ; but our 
present system of education lays more stress on providing intellectual train- 
ing and an assortment of knowledge and information. Shri Ghanshyamdasji 
Birla, the Chairman of the Birla Education Trust, has all along been feeling 
that the present system of Education fails to convey an understanding 
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conducive to foster steadfastness and thoughness of the spirit He believes 
with Mahatma Gandhi, the father of the Nation whose devoted disciple he 
has been for over three decades, that pre-eminent aim of Education should 
be character building, where character does not only mean principles of 
conduct, but the expression of the whole personality including the ethical 
and spiritual aspects. The evolution of Pilani Educational Centre is in fact 
translation into reality of the ideas of the Master Builder. It is indeed a 
bold experiment that holds out a promise to give to the Nation individuals 
of sterling worth and assets to conjure with. Truly Pilani to-day is ‘an 
arresting challenge to creative nation-building in the field of education.”’ 
Here the experiments are made, implemented and dropped if found not 
suitable. This process goes on, bringing in improvements and betterment 
in its wake. 


EARLY HISTORY 

The Birla Education Trust, the fountain head of all educational activi- 
ty in Pilani, is the biggest educational endowment in India, having assets 
worth over 3 crores and with an inconie of about 18 lacs of rupees a year. 





Kulpati Shri S.D. Pande, Secretary B.E.T., Plans, 
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The Birla Central Library & the Science College Block 


it has a network of Institutions in Pilani and outside. through which it aims 


at the formation of Man and provides opportunities for educatian and for 
perfection to children of all ages and concepts. The Trust provides teaching 
from the KIndergarten to the Masters’ Degrees, in Sciences, Arts & Commerce 
is also in professional courses like Engineering, Textile and Pharmacy. 

The nucleus of this gigantic educational project was a small Pathshala 
started in 1901 by Seth Sheo Narain Birla to provide educational facilities 
to two of his grandsons, Ghanshyamdas and Rameshwardas, and their play- 
mates. The metamorphosis of this tiny Pathshala into an institution of the 
stature and magnitude of Vidya Veehar with its palatial buildings, beautiful 
lawns, and providing all the amenities of life to its inhabitants, is indeed 
romantic story, relating a saga of devotion, sacrifice, service and loyalty. 
Much that the existence of this fine institution is a tribute to the munifi- 
cence of the Birla family and organizing skill of its Kulpati Shri $.D. Pande, 
the students and teachers have played no small part in its building up. It 
took almost twenty five years for the Pathshala to attain the status of a 
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High School, In I925 it received affiliation as High School from the U.P. 
Board of Education. Earlier it had become Lower Primary School, in 1905 - 
Upper Middle School 1916 and had attained the status of a Middle School 
in 1923. In 1929 Intermediate classes were started. It was at this juncture 
that Kulpati $.D. Pande took over the reins of the college as its Principal 
end thus began an era of all round progress, development and expansion. 
The Birla Education Trust with a property of Rs. 9 lacs was also established 
in the same year. In 1931 the Agra University granted to the Intermediate 
College affiliation to open Degree classes which were formally inaugurated 
by the Maharaja of Jaipur. The Education policy of the State, however 
stood in the way and it was not till the liberal regime of Sir Mirza Ismar 
that the college actually started Degree classes in 1943. 

Two vears later it opened postgraduate classes, both in Sciences and 


Arts After that it was an era of all round growth and expansion. The 
lrust to-day runs the following institutions :— 





Public School, Piiant 
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1. Two colleges of Engineering - one at Pilani and the other at 
Anand’ 2. One college cf Science & Commerce. 3. One college of 
Arts. 4. Two Public Schools-one at Pilani and the other at Nainital. 
5. One Girls’ High School. 6. One Boy’s High School. 7. 25 
Primary Schools. 8. Central Library. 9. Central Museum, 10 
Dairy & Farm. 11. Pilani Industrial Corporation. 12. One college 
of Textile at Bhiwani 
The Vidya Veehar at Pilani has buildings covering more than Seven 
lac Sq. feet and the whole project has cost about Rs. 14 crore. It caters 
to the Educational needs over 6000 students and is manned with about 500 


people on its staff. 


The hall mark of Birla Education Trust has been that their institu- 
tions instead of wearing the taught from their traditions and culture convert 
them totheir fold, The students here do not become the victims of the 
Western outlook and as such misfits in our social environments. They are 
not intellectual snobs who want to lead a life of selfishness and isolation. 
rhrough a thorough knitting of extra curricular activities in the curricular 
programme initiative is encouraged in the students. In the vast play fields 
and in their hostels and outside community living infuses in the students a 
love for their Alma Mater which gradually grows into that of the country. 
An intimate contact with the people from all parts of India imbibes in the 
students a spirit of brotherhood and mutual understanding and to do this 
they cross all barriers of cast, creed, language and province and become 
Indians in the true sense of the word. 


The institutions are fitted with uptodate laboratories and equipment 
to make the instructional teaching perfect. The Central Library which feeds 
all the institutions is perhaps one of the biggest and most lavishly furnished 
in the whole of the Rajasthan. Its contents are inviting and the place fs 
the real haven for the seekers of knowledge. A Central Educational Museum 
has its own instructive value and its appendage to the institutions as a part 
of their curricular activity is a novel experience in the methods of instruc- 
tion. Funds are plenty and the authorities are liberal in providing them for 
the purchase of Laboratory Equipment, books and other accessories ecess- 
ary for any educational institution and all these provide ample opportunities 
to build sound minds-the real receptacles of knowledge and wisdom. But 
the building up of the bodies is not overlooked either. The vast play 
fields provide for all the inhabitants of Vidya Veehar games and sports of 
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their likings, whereas the e¢ircular ornamental canal, popularly known as 
Shiva Ganga, invites the divers and swimmers to its clean waters. Apart 
from these the institutions abound in extra curricular activities, which are 
organized by the students themselves and as such provide considerable opp- 
ortunities to test their initiative and skill in the organization of debates, 
mock parliaments, music competitions etc. The dramatics forma very popu- 
lar extracurricular activity and shows put up and plays staged envince the 
histrionic talents of our young hopes of to-morrow. Trophies and Shields 
instituted by the Trust in the various fields of extra curricular activities, 
like Sports, Dramas, Debates, Music, both instrumenta) and vocal, etc. 
imbibe in the students a healthy spirit of rivalory and competition and help 
them to provide entertainment of very high merit. N.C.C., A.C.C. and various 
fields of Youth Movement and Community Project are some of the other 
activities in which the students indulge and bring credit tothe Trust. 


Verily the Birla Education Trust can boast of building one of the 
finest cosmopolitan Institutions in the conntry where the emphasis is being 
laid for achieving the highest ideals of education. The Trust came into 
being with the sole purpose of imparting instruction with a view to build 
a sound mind, a sound body, a sound character and to infuse a spirit of 


discipline among its wards. It is needless to say it has succeeded in that te 
a great measure. 
( To be concluded ) 


(;ANDHIJI'S BIOGRAPHY FOR Swiss LIBRARY 


An eight - volume biography of Mahatma Gandhi was presented to the Swiss 
National Library on November, 2, 1954, by Mr. Y.D. Gundevia, Indian 
Ambassador to Switzerland. 


The biography which is the work of Mr. D.G. Tendulkar, was aceepted by 
Dr. Pierre Bourgeois, Director of the Library. 


In expressing his thanks for the gift, which is from the Government of India, 
Dr. Bourgeois said this valuable addition to the Swiss National Library 
would greatly contribute to a better understanding in Switzerland of Maha- 
tama Gandhi's life and teaching. 
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During the year 1953, through the United Nations Technical Assistance 
programme, Unesco was able to send Mr. Dunningham, public librarian of 
Dunedin, New Zealand, to Indonesia as library adviser to the Miémistry of 
Education. As part of the project fellowships were provided for two Indone- 
sian librarians . one, Mr. Kaparang, studied in Australia, the other, Mr. 
Moelj.no Hadi, in Great Britain. The following short article by Mr. Hadi 
gives a general picture of the problems and the remarkable efforts being made 
in Indonesia to solve them. —Editor. 


Library provision in Indonesia is not an entirely new undertaking. 
Good and constructive work has already been done by libraries organised in 
or by departmental offices, museums and universities to provide books for 
special groups of readers interested in particular fields of knowledge. The 
idea of a ‘‘Public Library’’ to which every man has access and where any 
man can obtain the knowledge and information he needs, is, however, just 


growing in Indonesia. Yet our usually not very big public library units 


serve more people than any other type of library. And it is to these libra- 
ries that we shall now direct our attention. 


The public libraries (in Indonesian, ‘‘Perpustakaun Rakjat’”’ ) are 
reading rooms for periodicals and newspapers and or lending libraries, They 
assemble and make available reading and other informational materials of 
value to the ‘‘general reader’ and generally contain a wide range of books 
appropriate to the main objective of the mass - education programme. 


The body charged with the organization of these libraries is the Mass 
Education Department of the Ministry of Education. In organizing public 
libraries this Department has two main aims. 


1) To give the people (rakjat) the widest possible opportunity to 
use libraries and 


2) To see toit that the “rakjat’’ (people) gain the fullest benefit 
from the use of these institutions. 


Where public libraries do not yet exist, library units, generally small 
at first, must be opened in the large and small towns, villages and 
isolated areas. There are certain problems in doing this since Indonesia is 


* THIS ARTICLE 1S PUBLISHED THRGUGH THE COURTESY OF THE PUBLIC LIBRARIES DEVELOP- 
MENT SECTION OF UNESSO. 
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a vast area, consisting of many islands and different groups of people speak- 
ing different regional languages as well as Indonesian ; communications bet- 
ween these islands and between these groups in several parts of the country 
are difficult. 


The mass Education Department also sees to it that existing public 
libraries are improved and brought up to date and that the books are circu- 
lated as widely as possible as well as read on the library premises. The 
library shonld serve the general education of the “rakjat’’ at every stage of 
development, and support and supplement the work done in the schools and 


by adult education and other anti-illiteracy campaign activities. The public 
library should provide an opportunity for every man and woman to obtain 


the full benefit of the use of its books and periodicals. Needed are new 
methods for attracting and stimulating library users. These can be deve- 
loped only from experience with the habits and customs of the Indonesian 
people. 

The library system has been organized in a systematic way. Frem 
ancient times Indonesia hashad a social organization which divides the 
country into Kabupaten ( regions ) and ketjamatans ( districts ). Following 
this administrative division, central libraries are set up in every kabupaten 
( there are about 180 kabupaten ; and so approximately one for every 
400,000 people ), These libraries are centres for the smaller libraries which 
are set up in the ketjamatans ( districts ). It is planned that these libraries 
should form not only the centre of the books and periodicals supply but 
in time should also serve as the regional headquarters for library provision 
and staff training. About 180 regional headquarters already exist and are 
doing their work well, although the staff usually consists of a maximum of 
only 3 people, 

The establishment of smaller units inthe ketjamatan is left mostly 
to the initiative of the people themselves. Since there are about 2,500 
ketjamatans ( districts ) in Indonesia, this is the only way for the present 
to provide reading material for the people in these small and sometimes 
isolated places. Whenever the need for a library is feltin a district ( ket- 
jamatan ), a committee in that area is formed to submit its request to the 
central library in the kabupaten ( region ) concerned. Support and finan- 
cial assistance can be obtained by filling out a questionnaire. The first 
contribution from the government after an application is accepted is 
usually a number of books and periodicals and inclusion on the mailing list 
of the mass Education Department for reading material. With this start, 
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it is then up to the kabupaten ( regional ) headquarters to assist and deve- 
lop the new member of the family. The number of these new library units 
at the moment is nearly 2000. This development is encouraging indeed, 
but it adds new problems for book supply, equipment and staff training. 


The bigger libraries of the kabupaten (the regional headquarters ) 
are under direct control of the Central Office of Public Libraries, which is 
a division of the Mass Education Department in the Ministry of Education. 
This form of organization permits circulation of the largest possible quantity 
of reading material throughout Indonesia within a short time. Moreover, 
with a central library in every kabupaten, and under this the library units 
in the ketjamatans ( districts ). the social. cultural and economic conditions 
of every region to which the public libraries should be closely keyed, can 
easily be ascertaind. 

The Public Libraries Division watches with great interest the libri- 
ries for new literates. These small libraries serve those who have just been 
taught how to read and to write. The work of the Anti-Illiteracy Capaign 
Division of the Mass Education Department which has made considerable 
progress in the last years would be useless if further opportunities and 
encouragement were not given tc the newly literate people by these ‘small’ 
libraries set np in the desa’s ( small units in the ketjamatan ). The books 
supplied by this type of libraries are of three kinds. First there are books 
with large letters, meant for beginners. No sentences are given in these 
books. Secondly, there are those with smaller letters for more advanced 
pupils of the Anti-Illiteracy Campaign courses, who are already able to read 
sentences. Thirdly. there are books, printed with the ordinary letters for 
those who can read easily. In these books are short stories 


about their 
daily life, written to develop the new literate’s general knowledge. There 


are more than 50,000 dessa’s in Indonesia, and the anti-illiteracy eampaign 


is spreading over these areas and tlhe number of those library units is increa- 
sing too. It is this repid progress that we, from the Public Library Service 


are watching with interest and even with uneasiness. This uneasiness 


On the contrary, full efforts have 
been made are still being made to keep up with this remarkable develop- 
ment 


however, does not lead to defeatism. 
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The shortage of books in the Indonesian language is the main prob- 


lem of public libraries. There is little reading matter in the regional langu- 
ages ( Javanese, Sundanese, Madurese, etc. ) and the other spoken languages, 
The foreign languages such as English, German and Dutch are inadequately 
understood outside the towns. The Indonesian language, which is under- 
stood by large groups in all parts of Indonesia, is the language of the read 
ing public. It is alsothe official language in schools and offices. The 
problem is to increase the number of books in the Indonesian language. 
Very few such books existed before the war. Since the war many news- 
papers, periodicals, booklets and pamphlets have appeared in the Indonesian 
language. But there have been few books, and the number of translations 
of foreign books, particularly non fiction, is still inadequate. There is 
especially a shortage of children’s books. It will clearly take some time 
before anything like a satisfactory quantity of reading matter is available 


for the public libraries. 


The only thing we can do at the moment is to encourage cooperation 
among our libraries. In this way we hope to promote the circulation of all the 
books in the country. But to get the machine in running condition we 
first need some essential things. We need a bibliographical centre to keep 
the records ef the existing collections ( union catalogues, lists of books ), 
We need a reference headquarters to receive requests and provide informa- 
tion. We need the equipment for all these services. 

To set up this network of library units and library centres and to 
keep it running, we urgently need trained librarians. There is not one Indo- 
nesian with full qualification. There is only one official course in Djakarta, 
supervised by the Ministry of Education, which provides training only for 
assistant librarians. First steps have already been taken for sending 
students or library workers abroad to be trained as librarians or to get 
experience in the profession. And it is earnestly hoped that more will be 


prepared to foilow in their footsteps. 


Pr1zE FoR Best Book 

The Academic Council of Delhi University has awarded the Narsinghdas 
Bengali Prize of the value of Rs. 1,000 for 1952 to Shrimati Protibha Gupta 
whose book entitled Samaj-o-Sishu was adjudged to be the best among the 
Bengali publications submitted for the prize. 
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SUGGESTED CLASSIFICATION SCHEME 


This expansion of 891 for Sanskrit Literature has been made by Mr. I.N. 
Raina, B.A., D.L.Sc., ( Banaras ), Librarian, Bareilly College Library, Bare- 
illy, and President, District Library Association, Bareilly. Further sub - 
division and suggestions to this expansion may be sent direct to Mr. Raina 
or to the Editor, The Indian Librarian. 


291 Sanskrit Literature .02 Vaishnavaite 

01 Vedic literature .021 Shaiva Siddhant 

.02 Samhita .022 Dvaita 

03. Brahmina .023 Other Vedanta 
Aranyak .024 Other Vedantic 
Upanished ' 025 Charvak 
Vedanta .026 Buddhist 
Grammar ( Vyakaran ) .027 Hinyana 
Nirukta 028 Mahayana 
Jyotish »029 Tantra 
Kalpa .0291 Jainisin 
Shiksha | 891.031 Other Modern Philosophers 
Chhandas .032 Ancient history & culture 
Vedic Criticism .033 Dictionaries 
Other Vedic Criticism. .034 Essays, Study & Teaching 

, .035 Societies reports 
Philosophy .036 Sanskrit elias 
nee 037 Gr anslati 
Sankhva Yoga Us c aa f ation, . 
Sankhya -Ollections & Composition 
: 891.04 

Yoga pe ie 
Nyaya Vaishesika ee Periodicals 
Purva Mimansa | 
Bhatta Mimansa 891.07 

} 891.08 

.019 Prabhakara 891.09 

.0191 Vedanta ' 

.0192 Advaitavad 

.0193 Vishista Advaitvad 


POETRY 


Kalidasa ( Ist Century B.C. ) 

Asvaghosh ( Ist Century A.D. ) 

Bharavi ( 7th Century A.D. ) 

Bhatti ( Ist half of the 7th Century ) 
Magha ( later half of the 7th Century ) 


Ratnakara ( later half of the 8th Century ) 
Harishchandra ( Between 8th & 9th Century ) 
Kavi Raj ( 12th Century ) 

Shri Harsha _,, 
Champu 

Jiva G. Swami ( 16th Century A.D. ) 
Vanghada Dohri_ (17th Century A.D. ) 
Narayan m - 

Karana Pura ( 16th Century ) 

Rani Tirumalamba ( 16th Century A.D. ) 
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Soddhal (11th Century A.D. ) 

Bhoja a re 

Trivikram Bhatt ( Ist half of the 10 Century A.D. ) 
Som Deva ( 10th Century A.D. ) 

Hari Chandra ( 9th Century A.D. ) 

Lyrics 

Kalidasa ( Ist Century b.C, ) 

Ghatkarpar ( 4th Century A.D. ) 

Hala ( Ist Century A.D. ) 

Bhartri Hari ( Later half of the 6th Century A.D. 
Amruck (7th Century A.D. ) 

Bilhana ( 11th Century A.D. ) 

Java Dev 

P. Jagannatha ( 1650 - 1680 ) and other lyrics poets. 


Kalidasa (Ist Century B.C. ) 

Shurdraka ( 3rd Century B C, ) 

Ashvaghosha ( Ist Century A.D. ) 

Vishakha Datta ( 6th Century A D. ) 

Bhasa ( 4thCentury B.C ) 

Bhavbhuti ( Ist half of the 7th Century A.D. ) 
Khatta Narayana ( Ist half of the 8th Century A.D, ) 


Harsha ( Ist half of the 7th Century A D. ) 
Murari ( 8th Century A.D. ) 


Shakti Bhadra ( 9th Century A.D. ) 

Damodar Misra ( 9th Century A.D. ) 

RKaja Shakhara 9th Century ( Ist decay of 10th Century ) 
Dinnagh ( 10th Century A.D. ) 


Krishna Misra ( IIth Ce tury A.D. ) 

Jaideva ( 12th Century A.D. ) 

Vatsaraja ( [2th Century A.D.) 

Pros and Fiction 

Classical 

Dandi ( Sth Century A.D. ) 

Subandhu ( Ist half of the 7thCentury A.D. ) 
Ban Bhatta : 
Dhanapala ( 1000 A.D ) 
Ambika Dutta Vyas ( Later half of the [9th Century ) 
Hrisikesa Bhattacharya ( 19th Century ( 1850 - 1930 ) 
Chanakya ( 3rd Century B.C. ) 

Narayan Pandita (18th Century A.D. ) 

Dunadhya ( 8th Century A.D. ) 

Other Fiction Writers 

Essays 

Oratory and Criticism 


I 
I 
12 


ey) 
5 
5 
oO 
6 
6 


Letters - Professional & Scientific literature 
Satire and humour 
Miscellany 


History of Sanskrit Literature 
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SIMLA Book FESTIVAL 


Inaugurating the Simla Book Festival on September 21, 1954 in the Punjab 
Government Record Office, the Chief Justic of the Punjab High Court, Shri 
A.N. Bhandari said: ‘Ever since the dawe of history man has endeavoured 
to conquer nature by acquisition of knowledge. In Babylonia and Assyria, 
libraries consisted of tablets of clay covered with cuneiform characters which 
were preserved in temples and palaces. In Egypt every temple contained 
a number of scribes who were in charge of books and who made knowledge 
available to anyone who asked for it. Ata later date Alexandria became the 
intellectual centre of Hellenistic culture and Rome became the birthplace ot 
the modern systems of law. ‘India itself was the centre of a highly advan- 
ced c.vililisation which attained great intellectual heights and produced such 
works as the Vedas, Upanishdas, Ramayana, and Mahabharata. But, we 
cannot live on glories of the past and itis the duty of eachone of us as 
citizens of a great democratic country to see that we should be able to hold 
our heads high among other nations of the World. This can be done only 
by acquisition of knowledge and knowledge can be acquired except through 
the help of books’. 


‘WHo’s WHo IN LITERATURE’ 


The Sahitya Akademi will publish early next year an Indian Who’s Who 
in Literature. The volume will contain, as far as possible, the names ot 
every living Indian author who has at least one publication to his credit. 
The book will give particulars of the publications, and the addresses and 
brief accounts of the careers of the authors. It will also include a list of 
literary organizations and libraries in the country and other relevant infor- 
mation useful to authors. It will be first published in English and Hind; 
and later on in the regional languages. 


LIBRARIES’ PLACE IN EDUCATION 


The importance of library as a means of self-education was stressed at the 
first seminar on tho ‘‘Problems of School Libraries held under the auspices 
of the Central Institute of Education, Delhi, on Saturday. the 6th Novem- 
ber, 1954. 


The diseuSsioa was confined to the provision for a regular library hour in 
schools, the need for a full-time qualified teacher librarian, an open access 
system in school libraries and training and status of teacher librarian, 

Dr. E.A. Pires, Principal of the Institute, emphasized the educational role 
of a librarian in the school system and commented on the receding tendency 
of maintaining libraries in schools under the basic education system. The 
practicability of the open access system in Indian schools, the status of 
school librarians, his qualifications, training and pay-scale were discussed. 


240 - YEAR OLD BIBLE 
A 240-year-old Bible was adjudged the winner of the Oldest Bible Contest 


arranged by the Heralds of Hope Bible Forum at Karol Bagh, New Delhi on 
Sunday the 8th November, 1954. 


The owner of the prize-winning book — which is in German — was presen- 
ted «a new copy of the Bible. 
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LIBRARY OFFICIALS To EXECUTE Bonps 


Mrs. Naunihal Singh, Magistrate, ordered Mr. S. Das Gupta, vice- chairman, 
and Mr. D.R. Kalia, Secretary, Delhi Public Library, te execute personal 
bonds in the amount of Rs 500 each on a complaint field against them by 
Mr. M.M. Jain, senior lecturer, Delhi Polytechnic, for alleged defamation 
and using a forged document as genuine. Dr. Yudhvir Singh, chairman of 
the Library who did not attend the court personally, was ordered to appear 
on December 14. 


Complainant stated that he was a member of the library in his personal 
capacity from December, 195I, to November, 1952. On November 22, 1952, 
Mr. Das Gupta and Mr. Kalia cancelled his membership for alleged rude 
behaviour towards the employees of the library. This was communicated 
by Dr. Yudhvir Singh to the Principal of the Polytechnic who made adverse 
entries in complainant’s annual service records. This action of accused 


lowered complainant in the estimation of his Principal, students, friends and 
relations. 


Complainant repeatedly requested Dr. Yudhvir Singh for the supply of copies 
of the employees’ statements who deposed against him as he had reasons to 
believe that they were forged. He alleged that Dr. Yudhvir Singh had 
failed to supply the copies as he wanted to save his employees. On Febru- 
ary 12, complainant was reinstated unconditionally as a member of the 
library. He alleged that accused were guilty of defaming complainant and 
using as genuine documents which they knew to be forged. Further hearing 
was adjourned till December 14. ( Hindustan Times, November 8, 1954. ) 


MopDEL Liprary SET UP IN MEDELLIN, COLOMBIA 


The first modern public, library in Colombia was opened in Medellin on 
October 24, by Dr. Luther Evans, Director-General of Unesco, and hgh 
officials of the Colombian Government in a colourful ceremony attended by 
several hundred people The Library,a pilot project to encourage public 
library development in Latin America, is being established by Unesco and 
the Government of Colombia. It is now situated in temporary quarters 


which have been converted into the most attractive public building in 
Medellin. 


The new library will be the first in the country to lend books for howe read- 
ing. It already has a collection of 10,000 volumes on cpen shelves, and 
this will probably increase to 50,000 within the next few years. It also has 
200 recordings, as well as as a number of pictures and film strips. : 

The Director of the Library, Dr. Julio Cesar Arroyave, will leave in Novem- 
ber on a six months Unesco fellowship for the study of public library services 
abroad, mainly in the United States. During his absence, the project is 
being directed by Mr. German Garcia, a Unesco consultant who is on leave 
from his post as Director of the Public Library in Bahia: Blanca, Argentina 


INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR AT DELHI PuBLIC LIBRARY 


Illustrating Unesco’s work in the public library field is the establishment 
at Delhi, India of a ‘“‘pilot’’ or model library which has been remarkably 
successful. During the autumn of 1955 this library will be the venue of an 
international seminar which will bring together 30 librarians and educators 
from 12 countries — Afghanistan, Australia, Burma, Cambodia, Canada, 
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India, Indonesia, Laos, New Zealand, Pakistan, Thailand and Viet-Nam. 
Its theme will be the organization of public library services in connection 
with adult education projects. 


NATIONAL AND UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES 


Unesco has received formal requests for help from Pakistan in organising the 
National Library at Karachi and the University of Punjab Library at Lahore, 
as well as in the training of librarians ; from Burma, for help in organizing 
the new National Library at Rangoon which will be part of a cultural centre 
with a museum and theatre; from Thailand, for help in developing micro- 
photographic services at the National Library, Bangkok; and from Nepal 
for assistance in photographing and cataloguing its archives, India hasalso 
requested aid in organising a library.at Chandigarh, the new capital of the 
Punjab, 

To meet these and other-requests, Unesco’s budget for 1955 - 56 will provide 
funds for fellowships, equipment and the employment of experts over a 
sufficiently long period to give practical help in carrying out such under- 
takings. 

BooX FESTIVAL IN PATIALA 


General Shivdev Singh, PEPSU P.W.D. Minister, inaugurated the 3rd Patiala 
Book Festival on Saturday the 6th November In his remarks Gen. Shiv- 
dev Singh said that many precious and valuable books which related to 
ancient history, customs, religion and other things were lying with indivi- 
duals and going waste. He, therefore praised the efforts of the Archives 
Department in collecting all these books and putting to proper use. 

Sardar Ganda Singh, Director of Archives Department PEPSU explaining 
the object of the Book Festival said that it was to make the people book- 
loving and library-minded an1 to encourage the study of books. 


U.S. LIBRARIES BOMBED IN EGYPT 


A Reuters dispatch of July 15, notes that fires from incendiary bombs broke 
out simultaneously in U.S, information service libraries in Cairo and Alex- 
andria, destroying or damaging an estimated $3500 worth of books. Three 
“stateless Israelis’ were arrested by Egypt’s Interior Ministry in connection 
with the fires, according to a later AP dispatch. ( Library Journal, September 
15, 1954. ) 


Inp1a GIFTS Books To Dacca UNIVERSITY 


A number of books on past history and present development of Iudia were 
presented by the Indian Deputy High Commissioner, Mr. B.K. Acharya, on 
behalf of the Indian Government to Dacca University at a ceremony held 
on Tuesday, the 24th August. 

The gifts were received by the Vice-Chancellor, Dr. Jenkins, in the absence 
of the Chancellor, Major-General Iskander Mirza. 


Presented the books, which included the standard biography of Mahatma 
Gandhi, works of Poet Tagore, Dr. Radhakrishan, Pandit Nehru and Mau- 
lana Abul Kalam Azad, Mr. Acharya hoped these books would assist the 
students and teachers of the Dacca University in obtaining a better acquain- 
tance with the social, economic and cultural life of India, past and present, 
and bring about a better understanding between the two countries. 
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A STUDENT’S MANUAL OF BIBLIOGRAPHY. BY Arundell Esdaile. 
Revised by Roy Stokes. London : George Allen & Unwin Ltd. and The Libra- 
ry Association. 1954. 392p. 18sh. net. 


We strongly commend this comprehensive manual, giving a full account of 
bibliography to Indian librarians and students of library schools. Most*auth- 
entic and authoritative, it surpasses many books on the subject. Written 
in beautiful form, it contains information which is highly useful. The 
author has kept the difficulties of the beginners in mind and has given 
materiai which is both analytical and critical and yet simple to grasp. The 
historical aspect has been well explained and classification made simple. 
The many processes which go to make a book have been described in detail 
in the first six chapters — paper, printing, illustration and binding. Then 
follows a discussion on the collection of books, the description of books, 
the arrangement of bibliographies, some classes and examples of biblio- 
graphies — Primary and Secondary ( chapters VII to XI ). Readidg lists 
of “‘some 300 or so of the most important worksof reference’ have been 
attached to the chapters. The discussion leads to a pattern which is thought- 
provoking but easily adoptable. 


The seven commandments to bibliographers in the Introductory chapter 
show that the author is not treading the usual path and is original in think- 
ing and thinking very loudly. The story of manufacture of paper, printing, 
book-binding and publishing has historical data which is the outcome of 
deep research work in the field, It forms a very interesting reading when 
the author explained the development of the art of decoration of manu- 
scripts from the very earliest times to the present day. The methods he 
recommends are sure to appeal to Indian publishers and librarians. The 
chapter on binding is beautifully illustrated, 


The real task of librarians begins when he is engaged in the work of colla- 
tion of books. Theauthor’s guidance in the matter is tremendously scienti- 
ic, He explained how the books and editions are tobe identified, how the 
editions are to be dated and how the collationis to take place. The chap- 
ters on the description of books and primary and secondary bibliographies 
take us through various rational literatures and histories — English. Ameri- 
can, French, Latin, German, Italian — government and private publications; 
The last chapter is devoted to the arrangement of bibliographies. The 
author is right that plagiarism and conjectures should be avoided and reli- 

ance placed on ascertained facts. 


The book will prove essential to all librarians, bibliographers, binders, pub- 
lishers and printers. Roy Stokes has well revised the book. 


THE VOTER DECIDES — A study of the Voter’s perceptions, attitudes, and 
behaviors ... based on a survey of the 1952 edition. By Angus Campbell, 
Gerald Gurin, Warren E. Miller. With the Assistance of Sylvia Eberhart and 


Robert 0. MeWilliams. Evanston, III. : Row, Peterson and Company. 1954. 
242p. $4.75. 


It is an excellent research work on the behaviour and attitude of the 
voters in the 1952 Presidential election as compared to the 1948 election. 
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The manner in which the complex date has been dealt with is inspiring. 
The study has been well planned and the objectives well executed. The 
book is spread over three parts, the first dealing with the character of the 
1952 election, the second explaining the motivation of voting behaviour and 
the third giving the summary. The six appendices throw light on ‘sense 
of political efficacy”, ‘Sense of Citizen duty’’, ‘‘Primary group iufluences 
and political behaviour’, ““The Perceived political relevance of the demo- 
graphic groups”, ‘‘The questionnaires” and ‘‘Sample design’’. 


We agree with Mr. V.O. Key, Jr; who has written the Foreword, that 
“in this volume we have the most impressive analysis yet made of a nation- 
al election by the survey method”. It is sure to arouse great interest 
among the students of Politics in all democratic countries. since the study 
is based on facts and not onp olitical shibboleths or demagoguey. A _ high 
degree of technical virtuousity is evident throughout. Part twois undoub- 
tedly the major contribution of the study developing ‘‘a new framework for 
the analysis of electoral decision’’. There is a restraint in making the analy- 
sls, in interpreting the public behaviour, the perceptions, attitude and 
interests of the voters in the ‘massive and complex social pheaomenon”’ pro- 
vided by the American presidential election. Personal interviews with 
individual have added beauty to the book. 


The actual voting behaviour and intentions to vote, explained in this 
study, will tremendously interest those in India who fight elections or want 
to fight elections on a scientific basis. Though the data has primarily nat- 
ional and regional significance, yet the interpretations ean be useful else- 
where too. 


The descriptive information about the Presidential election in 1952 
in Part one at once attracts the reader to the research work. The dynamic 
analysis of voting behaviour, group loyalties, measurements of motivational 
factors, the voter’s strong partisan view on different issues, the candidates’ 
personal attributes and the cuinulative effects of self-consistent factors and 
the inhibtting efffect of conflicting factors — the influence of conflict — 
in part two make the reader more and more interested in the great work. 


The volume doesn’t interpret the political implications of the data. 
It simply analyses the characteristics of major groups of the electorate. 
But the analysis is as eloquent as profound. 


BORDERLINE, By Vercors. Translated by Rita Barisse. London : Macmillan 
& Co Ltd. 1954. 231ip. 11sh. 6d. 


This is a very thought-provoking story of a scientific expedition to 
New Guinea where a race of creatures is discovered, who are called for con- 
venience sake by the scientists, as tropis ‘‘ape-like yet something above 
the ape, and indeed uncomfortably close to the human beings’. When the 
Australian Corporation, having exclusive rights over everything in that 
region, wants to enslave them and use them as cheap labour, Douglas, a 
young idealistic Journalist, who was a member of the expedition, challenges 
its position and fights for the status of tropis as human beings. He allows 
himself tu be used as an experiment in artificial cross-breeding and claims 
that the “‘child” born in his own home is his own, though he kills it pain- 
lessly and asks for his trial for murder. 


The story opens with the calling of the doctor and police to see for 
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themselves the child of the tropis killed by Douglas. How the tropis came 
to London is the story that follows in other chapters. Meanwhile Douglas 
and Frances a charming, young writer fall in love and exchange love lett- 
ers even when the former is away on the expeditior. Both of them rise to 
great heights in their steadfastness one in the cause of science and humanity 
and the other in the cause of love, In the expedition bo gias gives way to 
the affection of Sybil the old scientists’ young wife — but soon falls back 
on Frances’ true love. Frances, with a great heart, allows him to be “ex- 
ploited”” by Sybil and be used for artificial cross-breeding. She stands by 
him in the struggle that Douglas wages, like a brave woman who is out to 
save the honour of her lover. 


The letters exchanged between Frances and Douglas are admittedly 
excellent pieces of literature, and the trial scenes remarkably interwoven. 
The administration of British Justice is reluctantly exposed. The scientists’ 
quarrel over the definition of tropi leaves the reader as blank as in the 
beginning. And Douglas and Frances feel that “their venture has petered 
out in half-failure’’, in spite of the fact that Douglas is held ‘‘not guilty” 
by the Jury. 

The book is more thanan account of a scientific expedition. It can 
easily be called a “scientific novel’. It affords an oppor:unity in good 
reading; make the most of it The translation is very well done. 


NEED A BODY TELL? A Cheviot Burmann Mystery. By Belton 
Cobb. London: W.H. Allen. 1954. 206p. 8sh. 6d. ( “RUPA, Calcutta-12”. ) 


Belton Cobb is a well-known mystery writer. This novel from his 
pen is, therefore, as welcome as his earlier ones. As a ‘detective master’ 
he builds his story splendidly. The suspense remains throughout and the 
reader is eager to know who actually stole the deadly poison from Charles 
Scoones’s veterinary surgery. 

The story opens with the disappearance of this poison and a report 
lodged with the police by the dector himself on the mformation given by 
his article = studént Fay Carne. The Detective = Inspector Cheviot 
Burmann haunts the hotel nearby where the doctor, Fay Carne, Allen Board, 
another article = student and his old farher, and Kitty Sands, who sweeps 
and dusts the surgery, live the last as a hotel waitress and chambermaid. 
The suspicion of the inspector falls on one after the other and after elimina- 
tion he is still far from the clue. The five reports of the inspector do not 
de much credit to his intelligence, though they forn an interesting part of 
the novel, and have been introduced with ingenuity As soon as the last 
report is submitted he is still struggling to obtain ‘the final proof’’. Per- 
haps this should happen in a mystery novel but not with a bang. Dr. Scoo- 
nes is accused of murdering Mr. Board, Mr. Allen’s father in the end, and 
is arrested. 

Though the style is not very attractive and the language used is 
uninspiring, yet the novel is exciting and should certainly be read for the 
mystery round which it revolves and for the attempt to resolve it. 

Ordinarily the disappearance of poison should not spread fear of a 
murder and it looks strange that a novel should be raised on such a presum- 
ption. Yet the writer fully justifies himself for starting with such a pre- 
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sumption and at a stage creating a mystical murder with the help of that 
poison, resulting in a forceful story which sustains interest of the reader 
throughout. 

SMALL LATIN AND LESS GREEK. By Jack Werner. London : 
Dennis Dobson, Limited. 1953. 64p. 5sh. net. ( “RUPA, Calcutta-12” ) 


This is a collection of light-hearted English-Latin verses with a sprin- 
kling of the Attic salt of Greek. The verses consist of translations of 1ui- 
sery ryhmes, limericks, eiptaphs and epigrams which the author has collec- 
ted from the works of the foremost classical scholars of the last century. 


The eollection is, in fact, a strong plea for the study of Latin and 
Greek which teaches ‘‘brevity, logic, exactness and coherence,” though we 
may not agree with the author that the main advantage of studying Latin 
is that “it sharpens the wits ina way no other form of study or mental 
gymnastics can achieve”. Of course, the study of Latin is very essential 
to grasp fully the richness of the English language. For that reason too 
Latin must be kept alive. 


The Greek and Latin versions of the verses show the depth of the 
research work put in by the author for over a period of years. 


The readers in India will welcome this collection for one special rea- 
son. It enables them to reach the real beauty of the nursery rhymes, which 
their children mug up in their schools. It is a scholarly book. 


PROGRESS IM LAND REFORMS: United Nations Department of Eco - 
nomic Affairs. New York: United Nations 1954. 322p. $2.50. 


This is a very welcome report of the United Nations Department of 
Economic Affairs. India is already struggling with land reforms and this 
report gives considerable material to assess the situation and make any mat- 
erial changes in her policy if necessary. It surveys the agrarian conditions 
prevailing in Europe vis-a-vis under-developed countries and territories and 
points out the barriers that stand in the way of their economicd evelopment, 


The first part of the report deals with general reform policies and 
agrarian structure in U.S., Canada, New Zealand, Europe, Asia and the Far 
East the Middle East, Africa and Latin America. A comparison is brought 
out between countries of the temperate zones and those from other regions 
The temperate zones countries donot need any major measures of reform, 
the authors say; but the Southern Europe is an exception. Though the 
Portuguese Government states that it needs general policy of reform, yet 
the authors add that “reform of some of its features might be advanta- 
geous’’. In countries of other regions, the report says, major reforms are 
needed. It is admitted that India has introduced comprehensive reform 
measures which have profoundly affected her agrarian structure. 


The report has analysed some common objectives of policy, but poin- 
ted out also that the concept of land reform itself has also becn interpreted 
in different ways. 

The second part is devoted to actual measures of reform legislative 
measures to provide opportunities of ownership, land settlement and secu- 
rity of tenure, conditions of tenancy, the position of hired workers and 
rural employment, protection of cultivators under tribal, communal and 
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other traditional forms of tenure, economic holdings, land registration, agri- 
cultural credit and reduction in indebtedness, promotion of cooperative 
organisations, to provide machine service, fiscal policy in relation to land 
reform and other measures. 


The third part contains summary and recommendations. 


The assessment of progress has been made on a regional basis, The 
report concludes that the need for further advance is apparent in almost 
every field. It acknowledges the fact that in India there is an important 
movement to promote voluntary redistribution of land by gift —a phase 
which has revolutionised the lanlord-tenant relationship. India, however, is 
yet to provide wider opportunities of ownership. The tremendous amount 
of compensation fixed to transfer ownership to the tillers has broken their 
back. 


The report says that the progress has been slow so far as land settle- 
ment as a means of extending the area under cultivation and improving 
land tenure conditions is concerned Except a few countries little progress 
is discernible in changing the conditionsof tenancy. Enforcement of legis- 
lation to improve conditions of hired labour in agriculture has been half- 
heartedly done. Much scope remains to remove rural under-employment. 
It is recognised that India plans a large expansion of rural industries. We 
are now concentrating on community projects, consolidation of holdings and 
the peoples’ *‘Raj’’ in our villages by setting up Panchayats. The report 
should have examined at length the working of community projects in U.S, 
and India as a means of improving rural conditions. We are, however, glad 
to know that in cooperative organisation on progress is very general. But 
in India we notice that the cooperative societies are handicapped for releas- 
ing long-term credit. 


Yet the contrast is very apparent — as the report says — between 
the more advanced countries and the under-developed countries, between the 
agriculturally over-populated countries and those where land resources are 
abundant in relation to population. Much depends, the authors rightly say, 
on the terms of the purchase price of the holding. There is need of meas- 
ures of institutional reform with a vigorous policy to promote better farm- 
ing. The progress in reform measures should be universal. Improvement 
of agricultural methods has received much attention in the report and its 
importance in any programme of land reform his been emphasised. The 
prime significance of the social and human aspect has been rightly asserted. 
The removal of shortage of credit is stressed. It is pointed out that on the 
international plane programmes of practical action and polices directed to- 
wards the promotion of economic development of under-developed countries 
are the need of the hour. 


The report is a most comprehensive document we have so far come 
across dealing with land reform. It is highly readable, useful and authori- 
tative, very balanced in outlook and very suggestive for further improve- 
ments in the agrarian structure of different countries. 





NEW NOBEL PRIZE WINNER 


Mr. Ernest Hemingway, who has been awarded this year’s Nobel Prize for 
Literature, is the fifth American writer to have won this distinction. Others 
are Sinclair Lewis, Eugene O‘Neill, Pearl Buck and William Faulkner. Hem- 
ingway has been given the prize ‘‘for the forcefull and, in modern literary 
art, style-making mastership, lately demonstrated in ‘The Old Man and the 
Sea’. An enormous vitality, a grasp of the tragic dimensions of life and a 
powerful narrative gift are some of his distinguishing characteristics. 
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NOTES ON MODERN BIBLIOGRPHY. By Ronald Staveley. London : 
The Library Association. 1954. 111p. 10sh. ( 7s.6d. to Members of the Asso- 
ciation ). 

This is another good book on modern Bibliography. Though the 
author feels shy in acknowledging the fact that it is more than an introduc- 
tion to the study of Bibliography and is more than a ‘‘convenient key to 
sources that may not be easy of access’”’, we feel his is an nnder-estimation. 
The problems of Bibliography have been dealt with in an excellent manner 
and the chapters on inadequate publications and records well written. Lect- 
urers on Bibliography will find in this book very rich material, to use with 
advantage in schools of librarianship and for general guidance. 

In the post-war era we bibliographers have had many problems to face 
and many developments that have taken place in the field of librarianship. 
The author has taken all these into consideration when giving his ‘notes’. 
Though the task is not without difficulties, yet it has been accomplished 
well. The new features in the current bibliographical problems have been 
explained in a most systematic manner. 

Unesco’s work in the social sciences has been referred to in the last 
chapters. We have now two international bodies which can guide us-Indian 
librarians. One is the Joint Consultative Committee of the International 
Organisations for Librarianship, Documentation and Archives, which has 
helped in reducing duplication of effort among existing international organi- 
sations; and the other is the new and permarent International Consultative 
Committee on Bibliography set up by the Unesco The history, plans and 
constitution of the new Committee are worth useful attention, says the 
learned author — and we fully agree with this view. Indian librarians have 
also to watch the achievements of various projects and organisations in the 
field and see how scope ond emphasis have changed from time to time and 
news services and measures emerged. The problems created by the volume 
of specialist and rare publications and trarslations require good handling 
by librarians. The author hasreferred to the work of various governments 
in Social Sciences documentation and of the F.I.D, Heis frank in making 
the confession that his country has been negligent in its post-graduate thesis 
literature and that only recently has it become the object of much anxiety. 
In India too very little progress has been made in this direction. Serious 
inadequacies in our records of literature exist. This study under review 
will greatly help us in coordinating the bibliographical work of different 
librarians and specialist organisations. 

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL PROCEDURES & STYLE — A Manual for Bib- 
liographers in the Library of Congress. By Blanche Prichard McCrum and 
Helen Dudenbostel Jones. Washington: The Library of Congress. 1954. 
127p. 65 Cents. 

This manual is in two parts. The first tells howto plan a_biblio- 
graphy, outlines the steps to be taken in preparing it, and points to useful 
sources of information. The second gives specific rules of style to follow 
in recording books, pamphlets, documents, and references found in serial 
publications. There are alsoa number of appendixes, dealing with such 
questions as the use of abbreviations and numerals, the writing of fore- 
words, and the employment of Library of Congress printed catalogue cards 
as bibliographical tools. 

The manual was designed to be used by bibliographers on the Libra- 
ry’s staff, but since the methods used by the Library are studied and adop- 
ted by other libraries throughout the country it is being made generally 
available. Scholars and writers who are engaged in bibliographical research 
will also find it useful. 
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PATENT OFFICE CENTENARY: London: Her Majesty’s Stationery 
Office. 1953. 48p. 2sh. net. 


This book gives us the history of the British Patent Office which 
was established at the end of I852 as the soleoffice for granting Letters 
Patent for new inventions. The need for reforms has been analysed and 
the work of the Patent Office, its library and museum, and its publishing 
activities explained at length. The Patent Law Amendment Act of 1852, 
which removed the “‘absurdities’’, is closely examined. How it gave way to 
the Act of 1883 and later on to the Act of 194I, is touched upon. We have 
a glimpse into the growth of the office, its work of classification, examina- 
tion, indexing and abridging, its ‘‘open access’’ system, the extension of 
its buildings and into the impact of the first and the second world wars. 
We are told that the office granted, during all these years, over 1,000,000 
patents - a colossal burden on the office indeed. But it seems the office 
has borne the burden magnificantly The story of 100 years in the life and 
work of the Patent Office has been well told. 





OBITUARY 
Mr. Charles Nowell, 1890-1954 


Librarians in India, Pakistan, Burma and Ceylon will be distressed 
to learn of the death on August 9, of Mr. Charles Nowell M.A., F.L.A., 
City Librarian of Manchester, England and a Past President of the Libra- 
ry Association. 


As a librarian, Mr. Nowell was a thorough, capable, realistic admin- 
istrator ratherthan a ‘scholar librarian’. His prime concern, however, 
was to make the public library an efficient instrument for serving the needs 
of the present-day world. 


Mr. Nowell had three outstanding characteristics which enabled him 
so well to serve his colleagues : he had immense determination and, once he 
had made up his mind, could be resolute to the point of obstinacy - in such 
circumstances a very good quality; he had his feet firmly on the ground 
and was gifted with unusally sound judgment of men and matters; and he 
was loyal both to his celleagues and to his ideals. These characteristics 
made him an undeubted leader and assuch he will be sadly missed and 
remembered with gratitude and affection by all his friends and members 
of the profession. 
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